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INTRODUCTION 
 
 Since the 1950s, how people live in Arizona has evolved 
significantly. From the early development of the desert, Arizona living 
has offered a unique lifestyle. Homes and the neighborhoods they 
create have evolved with improved construction techniques, increased 
creativity in planning and design, and changing demographics of those 
living in Arizona. Developments have become more unique and 
distinctive. The legal structure of these communities is as varied as the 
architecture. From the first development of condominiums as 
“Horizontal Property Regimes,” to modern master planned 
communities of thousands of acres including single family homes, 
condominiums, commercial parcels and parks larger than some 
subdivisions, the legal complexity can be daunting.  
 This book is intended to generally address the legal structure and 
applicable law of Arizona real estate developments that fit the 
definition of “condominium”1 or “planned community,”2 generically 
referred to throughout this book as “community associations.” It is 
important to note that there are community associations in Arizona that 
are referred to as “townhouses,” “patio homes,” or “garden homes.” 
Those terms are architectural observations, but are not legally 
significant characterizations of a community. “Townhouse” or “patio 
home” communities are either legally structured as a condominium, a 
planned community, or neither and it is important to know and 
appreciate these legal distinctions. 
 Along with the population growth and corresponding increase in 
the number of community associations, the Arizona Legislature has 
enacted significant regulations of community associations. Most of the 
legislative changes can be characterized as limitations on community 
association power.  

 
1 See A.R.S. § 33-1202(10). 
2 See A.R.S. § 33-1802(1). 
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